Saint Anthony of Padua Parish
With the Eucharist at the centre, we are a community desiring to be saints,
sent out to love like Jesus and proclaim Him in every circumstance.
MAY 5, 2019

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

Can we love God enough?

The Lament of St. Peter by Claude Vignon

I’ve always known I don’t love God enough: I don’t always
prioritize Him; I hurt Him; I don’t always trust Him fully; I haven’t
yet given Him everything. But it’s only in preparation for this homily
that I’ve realized that I don’t love my own parents enough. Brothers
and sisters, and dear guests, can you relate to this: Is there anyone in
your life that you ought to love or love more but don’t love enough?
The Gospel we just heard is about St. Peter not loving Jesus enough
and how Jesus helps him. It’s a Spring morning, after Jesus’
Resurrection, on the shore of Lake Tiberias/Galilee (Jn 21:1,4).
Seven apostles had just spent the night fishing (21:2), and then
encountered Jesus who was on the beach (21:4), ninety meters away
(21:8).
When they come ashore, Jesus has already prepared bread
and a charcoal fire, cooking fish on it (21:9). The mention of a
charcoal fire is important because there’s only one other place in the
Bible where there’s a charcoal fire: when St. Peter denies Jesus (Jn
18:18). So, this is the place where he’ll renew His love for Jesus!
After breakfast, Jesus asks, “Simon, son of John, do you love me

more than these?” (Jn 21:15); ‘these’ means the other apostles. This
is a question Jesus asks us! And St. Peter says, “Yes, Lord; you know
that I love you.”
Now there’s a play on words here. In the original Greek of
the New Testament, Jesus and St. Peter use different words for love.
Jesus actually says, “Simon, son of John, do you agapas me?” in
other words, “Do you love me sacrificially?” Agape means “love
without reserve, total and unconditional.” But Peter responds, “Yes,
Lord, you know that I philo you,” meaning, “You know that I love
you as a friend.” Philo means the tender love of friendship. He uses
this word because he knows he doesn’t love Jesus enough. He wants
to, but knows he doesn’t! This is how it is with our parents and God:
They love us sacrificially, but we love them in a human way!
So Jesus asks him a second time, “Simon son of John, do you
agapas me/love me sacrificially?” And Peter repeats, “Yes, Lord,
you know that I philo you/as a friend” (Jn 21:16).
St. Peter denied Jesus three times, and so Jesus asks him a
third time! But this time, Jesus switches to, “Simon, Son of John, do
you phileis me/love me as a friend?” Do you see what Jesus is
doing here? Pope Benedict says that “Jesus has put himself on the
level of Peter” That gives him and us hope. Jesus adapts himself to
our weakness in order to help us love Him fully! This is great news!
For most of us, our children never love us as much as we
love them—that’s a painful fact of life. And we don’t love our
parents as much as they love us! They will always love us sacrificially,
even if we don’t love them sacrificially. But a deep desire of us
parents is that one day our children will love us the way we love
them. Perhaps that’s why God allows us to grow old and frail, so
that our children will have a chance to love us sacrificially.
That’s God’s desire too, that one day we, His children, will love Him
the way He loves us. Actually, this is our desire. […]
So, how do we grow in that love? Jesus gives us three ways:
1) We tell God and our parents we love them. This is
the best way to apologize to them for the times we’ve hurt them.
And let me ask you this: If we don’t love God and our parents
sacrificially yet, do we at least wish we could? The Jesuit, Fr. John
Veltri, talks about the desire to desire. So, for example, it bothers
me that I don’t love my parents enough, but I honestly wish it
bothered me more. St. Peter realizes that he doesn’t love Jesus
enough, but wishes he did! That’s why he’s hurt. Desire is very
important because it’s a start of great things! Some people
sometimes get upset that they don’t love God enough—but that’s a
sign that they do love God! So I’m giving you a tool for prayer: We
can ask God for the desire to love Him and them more! And then
eventually say it to them!
2) After each time that Jesus asks, “Do you love me?” He
tells St. Peter, “Feed my sheep” (Jn 21:15-17). In other words, if we
want to love Jesus authentically, then we have to love those He
loves and imitate Him (The Didache Bible, 1454). St. John the
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Feast or Memorial
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Page

Intention

Mon., May 6

Memorial
St. Francois de Laval

-

Jose Tudtud †

Tues., May 7

Ferial

301

Remembrance Tree

Wed., May 8

Ferial

304

Harry & Maria
Woodhouse

Thurs., May 9

Ferial

306

Aida & Marcelo
Lescano †

Fri., May 10

Ferial

309

Eleonora Piazzon †

Sat., May 11

Ferial

312

Terrence Scully †

Prayers for the Sick At Holy Mass we remember the sick including:
Nita Carvajal, Nung Chum, Isobel Clancy, Nick De Vos, Tamara Dixon, Elaine dos
Remedios, Kathleen Francis, Teresa Gaio, Feli Hempl, Cecile Hernandez, Yvonne
Kharoubeh, Molly Loui-Ying, Susan Panlican, Huguette Piché, Barney Rousseau,
Therese Rozario, Christina Sayo, Liliana Taylor, Fernando Tiago, Cynthia Wing,
Theresa Yoshioka.

Par is h Reg is tr at i on
Our parish family warmly welcomes new parishioners.
Please register by filling out a registration form located in the
vestibule or the Parish Office. If you are registered and moving,
please advise the parish office.
Sunday Masses
Saturday
Sunday

5:00 pm
8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 pm

Weekdays
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday & Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Masses
8:15 am
7:30 pm
8:15 am
8:00 am
9:00 am

Confession
Saturday afternoon
1st Saturday each month

Weekday Masses & Intentions

Confessions
8:00 to 8:10 am
8:00 to 8:10 am
7:45 to 7:55 am
9:45 am

3:45 pm to 4:45 pm
9:45 am to 1:00 pm;
1:30 pm to 4:30 pm;
7:00 pm to 9:45 pm

Eucharistic Adoration enter at 1365 West 73rd Avenue
Tuesday to Friday: 9:00 am to 10:00 pm
First Saturday of each month: 9:30 am to 9:30 pm in the
church during all-day confessions.
First Friday of each month: 8:45 am to 10:00 am in the church
followed by Benediction.

St. Anthony of Padua Novena
June 5 to 12: Mass & Novena 7:30 pm

Confessions 7:00 pm
June 13: Feast Day Celebration

Procession 6:30 pm & Mass 7:30 pm
* NOTE: NO MORNING DAILY MASSES FROM JUNE 5—13
NO SATURDAY 5:00 PM MASS ON JUNE 8

Upcoming Homily Themes
May 11 & 12

Should We Ever Give Up on
People? In Some Ways, Yes.
May 18 & 19

How to Strengthen People's Souls
May 25 & 26

Preacher: Fr. Pierre Leblond
June 1 & 2

The Power of Sharing Our
Testimony
June 8 & 9

Preacher: Deacon Andrew Kung
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS
(RCIA) Please call the parish office for more information on
RCIA classes and other Sacraments.

June 15 & 16

The Law of the Gift

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Live gratefully, give generously.
This weekend marks the launch of our
parish’s annual Project Advance
campaign, which is crucial to the Church’s mission of providing
services that benefit all Catholics and countless others in our
Archdiocese. In our parish, all the proceeds of our campaign in
excess of our $36,000 Archdiocesan commitment will go
towards the Parish Centre Building Fund. For more
information on our parish’s campaign, please contact Anna &
Jack Lam at jacklam57@shaw.ca

Learning to Pray: Emphasis on the
Mysteries of the Rosary, Saturday,
May 11, 10:00 am to 12:00 pm.
This mini-retreat will introduce a few key
prayer methods such as lectio divina and
Gospel contemplation to help us enter
more deeply into the mysteries of the
rosary and aid us in our prayer time in
the chapel. Engage the scriptures, imagination, music,
poetry, art, and the spirituality of St. Ignatius of Loyola.
Retreat Director Catherine M. Kelly, M.Div. is the Director
of the Ignatian Spiritual Formation Program at St. Mark's
College and Director of Retreats, Christian Life
Community, and Spiritual Formation at St. Mark's Parish.
She is an experienced spiritual director and international
presenter. To register please email mb391906@gmail.com.

NEARLY SOLD OUT! Afternoon Tea on Mother’s Day,
Sunday, May 12 for all the women of the parish organized by
the Handmaids of the Lord Cost is $15 and $10 for young ladies
7-15 years old. Last chance to buy tickets is this weekend.

CWL Bake Sale this weekend
Let's celebrate Mary’s month! Come and join
the CWL Ladies following the 8:00 am and 10:00
am Masses on Sunday, May 5. The CWL thanks
everyone who contribute baked goods and treats
to the CWL!
Also, our Covenant House Drive is coming soon! The CWL will
be collecting personal toiletry items for distribution amongst street
youth. On May 25 & 26, CWL Ladies will be distributing plastic
bags with a list of required items for either male or female. Please
bring your donations on June 1 &
2. The Covenant House staff and those
they serve gratefully appreciate your
support!
Baptisms this weekend
Please join us in welcoming two new members of
our parish family! On Sunday, May 5 Liam David
Widarto will be baptized at the 10:00 am Mass and
Melvin Chonga Runya will be baptized at the
12:00 pm Mass.
Are you interested in some light gardening volunteer work?
We are repairing our gardens and this will take some time. The
heavy work is being done by the gardener.
However, we are interested in having
parishioners adopt a small section of the
garden to ensure that it is growing well and
kept tidy. Two sections are already adopted.
We are also interested in having some plants –
are you removing some from your garden or
dividing plants? Share with us. Please call the
Paris Office and leave your name and phone
number.
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Apostle writes, “since God loved us so much, we also ought to
love one another… We love because he first loved us. Those
who say, ‘I love God,’ and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars;
for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have
seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen” (1 Jn 4:11,1920 NRSV). Do you love Jesus? Then love your enemies,
strangers, and people you’re normally not interested in!
3) The final way is to lay down our lives for Jesus.
Jesus says to St. Peter, “Very truly I tell you, when you were
younger, you used to fasten your own belt and go wherever you
wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands,
and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you
where you do not wish to go” (Jn 21:18). Jesus is talking about
immature love (“When you were younger”) and mature love
(“When you grow old”). When we’re immature we love in a way
that primarily makes us feel good, but when we grow, we’ll love
to the point of self-sacrifice.
That’s what parents do. Whenever couples have their
first child, they immediately mature, or have to mature, because
now they live entirely for another person—that’s how we become
like God! That’s what priests are called to do! We lay down our
lives for other people. We give up marriage and family so that
others can live! This is great! […]

Finishing with the Gospel, I have to tell you that this
Gospel is my favourite, and explains much of who I was designed
to be. I don’t love God, my parents, and you enough. But I want
to. So I need to say it more! I love you! And I want to tend the
flock He’s given to me. But my greatest joy is to lay down my life
for God. (Some of the young men here might identify with this—
that’s a priestly heart. A man who wants to lay down his life so
that others can live may be called to be a priest.)
To hear that when I grow old, I will stretch out my hands
and someone else will fasten a belt around me and take me where I
do not want to go gives me so much life! Why? Because
everything I do always falls short of loving Him in return. This is
the way I’ll prove my love for God. I want to give Him
everything. That will involve dying to self and possibly even my
death.
I tell you this because we’re called to be saints here, and
the call to sacrificial love resonates with the human heart.
- excerpt from Fr. Justin’s homily, May 5, 2019
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