Saint Anthony of Padua Parish
With the Eucharist at the centre, we are a community desiring to be saints,
sent out to love like Jesus and proclaim Him in every circumstance.
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

MARCH 17, 2019

What to do when we’re feeling far from God
Let me tell you about a wonderful person I know. He
never knew God until he was about 25, when he came to faith.
He started coming to church and had an experience of God’s love
and power! And so he came to love God, and was growing
spiritually! But then came a point when he no longer felt God’s
presence. So, we talked about what was going on, but things
didn’t improve. We talked about it again the next year. Then we
tried something else the year after. I have been listening and
encouraging him for years, and nothing’s getting better.
Brothers and sisters, dear guests, this pattern happens to many of
us. Some of us describe it this way: “I feel dry. I’m in a state of
spiritual desolation. I can’t feel God’s presence anymore.” We
used to go to Mass all the time and felt close to God, but not
anymore, so we aren’t as involved, etc. What’s going on? Why
don’t we feel close to God anymore?
Now usually what we do is we wait for something to
happen; we expect God to bring us closer to Him again, but that
rarely happens.
Here’s the solution. The First Reading says, “The Lord
said to Abram, ‘Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you
are able to count them.’ Then he said to him, ‘So shall your
descendants be.’ And he believed the Lord; and the Lord
reckoned it to him as righteousness” (Gen 15:5-6). In the ancient
near East, to be without children was a “family’s greatest
misfortune” and Abram was 78 at this point! God now promises
Him children as numerous as the stars, but here’s the thing: When
Abram looked up to the sky, it was daytime! How do we know?
Because it says later in the reading, “As the sun was going down…
When the sun had gone down and it was dark” (Gen 15:12,17).
The point is: The stars are there, but he couldn’t see them! God
made a promise, but Abram couldn’t see the promise, and yet he
still believed God and committed his heart to Him.
The solution to our feeling far away from God is not to
wait for something to happen, for God to bring back the feelings.
The solution is to make a deeper commitment to God when we
can’t feel Him! The reason my friend is far away from God is
because he’s not totally committed to God. How do I know?
Because he told me he’s not faithful to daily prayer and skips
church when he thinks he needs to. He thinks God is far away,
but that’s not true. Just like the stars in the sky during the
daytime—are they there? Yes. The truth is: My friend’s heart is
far from God.
Now, someone challenged me again, saying, “Fr. Justin,
you’re holding back again.” Remember, at the beginning of
February, we talked about self-censorship? So, thank you for the
challenge, and keep it coming. Let me speak more candidly. My
friend, whom I love and who is a good person, isn’t even doing
the minimum: daily prayer and Sunday Mass is the minimum for

someone who chooses to follow Christ. To be totally committed
to Christ means to give Him our heart and actions: We’ll say, “I
love You. I will never leave You no matter what.” It means we’ll
spend more than the minimum amount of time in prayer; we’ll
spend dedicated time with Him every day; we’ll study our faith,
we’ll give sacrificially; we’ll practice works of mercy; we’ll
enthusiastically share our faith!
Now, my friend doesn’t believe this. He wants to believe
there’s another explanation; it’s human nature to always choose
the explanation that shifts responsibility from us and on to
another person. […] When we’re in desolation, God doesn’t
always come and rescue us, because He’s waiting for us to become
more like Him, that is, committed! I still pray that my friend
comes to know this. […]
Many people tell me, “Father, I’m dry. I’m in desolation.
I feel distant from God.” They’re always in desolation, but I
rarely am. Now ask me why I’m rarely in desolation, go ahead,
ask! There are two reasons: 1) I experience desolation, but I
address it and am not preoccupied with it. I’m not preoccupied
with my feelings. I’ve been trained to be aware of my feelings,
because they help me a lot and tell me many good things, but
sometimes they confuse me, and so I’ve been trained to not
always act on them. When I feel desolate, I don’t panic or stop
praying. I do what I’m telling all of you to do: Love God more.
2) I learned early on in my spiritual journey that disappointment
always comes in life—always, always, always. People letting us
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Sunday Masses
Saturday
5:00 pm
Sunday
8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 pm

Confession
Saturday afternoon
1st Saturday each month

Masses
8:15 am
7:30 pm
8:15 am
8:00 am
9:00 am

Day

Feast or
Memorial

Missal Page

Intention

Mon., Mar. 18

Ferial

162

Oyan Family

Tues., Mar. 19

Solemnity
St. Joseph

1448

John Nip †

Wed., Mar. 20

Ferial

167

Battista Piazzon †

Thurs., Mar. 21

Ferial

169

Frank Kim Sing †

Fri., Mar. 22

Ferial

172

Anda & Marcelo
Lescano †

Sat., Mar. 23

Ferial

175

Faustina Co †

Prayers for the Sick At Holy Mass we remember the sick including:
Nita Carvajal, Nung Chum, Isobel Clancy, Nick De Vos, Tamara Dixon,
Elaine dos Remedios, Kathleen Francis, Teresa Gaio, Feli Hempl, Cecile
Hernandez, Yvonne Kharoubeh, Molly Loui-Ying, Susan Panlican,
Huguette Piché, Ron R., Barney Rousseau, Therese Rozario, Christina
Sayo, Liliana Taylor, Fernando Tiago, Cynthia Wing, Theresa Yoshioka.

Par is h Reg is tr at i on
Our parish family warmly welcomes new parishioners.
Please register by filling out a registration form located in the
vestibule or the Parish Office. If you are registered and moving,
please advise the parish office.

Weekdays
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday & Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Weekday Masses & Intentions

REMINDERS FOR LENT
 Stations of the Cross: Tuesday evenings,
starting March 12 at 7:00 pm.
 NOTE: All Fridays during Lent are days of
abstinence.

Confessions
8:00 to 8:10 am
8:00 to 8:10 am
7:45 to 7:55 am
9:45 am

3:45 pm to 4:45 pm
9:45 am to 1:00 pm;
1:30 pm to 4:30 pm;
7:00 pm to 9:45 pm

Eucharistic Adoration enter at 1365 West 73rd Avenue
Tuesday to Friday: 9:00 am to 10:00 pm
First Saturday of each month: 9:30 am to 9:30 pm in the
church during all-day confessions.
First Friday of each month: 8:45 am to 10:00 am in the church
followed by Benediction.
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS
(RCIA)
Please call the parish office for more information on RCIA classes and other Sacraments.

Upcoming Homily Themes
March 23 & 24

God Wants Us to
Feel at Home
March 30 & 31

Is Being a Good Person
Enough to Get into
Heaven?
April 6 & 7

Judging is Wrong,
But Sometimes it’s Right

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Spring Name Tag Weekend is coming
soon!! After all weekend Masses on March
30th & 31st, the Name Tag Committee will
be selling barbecue chicken, noodles and
Filipino jelly drinks. Please reserve your
order at the Welcome Booth.
The 40 Hours Devotion is a continuous prayer made
before the Blessed Sacrament in solemn exposition.
With a focus on the Holy Eucharist, this devotion
provides a wonderful opportunity for the spiritual
growth of each person and the parish as a whole.
Sign-up sheets are available in the Church Foyer.
Wednesday, March 20, 9:00 am—10:00 pm
Thursday, March 21, 9:00 am—10:00 pm
Friday, March 22, 9:00 am—11:00pm
Baptism this weekend!
Please join us in welcoming the newest member of
our parish family. Emilia May Ramirez receives
the Sacrament of Baptism on Sunday, March 17 at
the 12:00 pm Mass.
The CWL is already preparing for their next bake

sale on Passion Sunday, and are requesting
donations of Easter-themed baked goods for their
April 7 event. If you can help, kindly bring them
to the ladies in the church hall before the 8:00 am
and 10:00 am Sunday Masses. Thank you, in
advance to those who can help the CWL!
...continued from cover
down, bad things happening to us is normal, and during those
times we will prove our love for God. When I was 16, right
after my conversion and feeling loved by God, I was horribly
disappointed with my new Catholic friends. But I was taught
that this kind of thing would happen, and so I made a choice,
while I was on the phone with my friend, not to leave God.
[…]
The First Reading finishes by saying, “On that day
the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, ‘To your
descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the
great river, the river Euphrates” (Gen 15:18). As we’ve talked
about a few times now, covenant means building a family, as
when two people get married or when we adopt children, or
when God brings us into His family. Every covenant
involves mutual responsibilities: God gives Himself to us and
we to Him.
God’s always leading us toward a covenant. He
doesn’t want to force us to love Him, but wants to win our
hearts so that we commit ourselves to Him the way He
already does to us.
I want to remind you how much God loves you. I
think all of us have experienced God’s hand in our lives.
We’ve felt loved, we’ve seen miracles in our lives, we have so
much for which to be grateful. You are good, God loves you,
and I love you.

One thing we need to do better as a parish is invite people
to make that commitment to God, or renew it, or increase it. What
I’d suggest today is that we all make or renew our commitment in
proportion to how much we love God. Here’s the secret: We can
still make the commitment even if we don’t feel like it—in fact, that’s
the greatest commitment! If we’ve been on the fence in terms of our
faith, let’s get off and choose God’s side. […]
If we can say something like, “Jesus, I’ll never leave you, no
matter what. It doesn’t matter what happens, I will always love
You,” then we will always be close to God and be protected from all
sorts of desolations.
In the great novels, The Lord of the Rings, which the author
J.R.R. Tolkien said “is of course a fundamentally religious and
Catholic work,” the main character is Frodo, a Christ-like figure who
has to carry the ring into the heart of evil in order to destroy it. The
ring represents what? Sin. Christ has to destroy sin. And Frodo is
accompanied by his faithful friend, Sam. I never understood Sam
until my brothers explained to me that Sam is the model of loyalty.
At the end of the first film, where Frodo has been betrayed and
realizes that he has to carry the ring himself, separating himself from
his original group; it’s his vocation. But Sam won’t leave him, no
matter what, even if it means he’ll die. The point of today’s homily is
what Sam says: “I made a promise.” That’s what God says to us, and
what we’re invited to say to Him.
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SHEILA CARROLL, BGS, MA
ENGLISH TEACHER

HAVE A NEW PATIENT EXAMINATION AND
HYGIENE APPOINTMENT DONE AND HAVE $50
DONATED TO ST. ANTHONY’S PARISH CENTRE
FUND IN YOUR NAME!!

Experienced teacher of the BC high school senior
English curriculum for grades 10, 11, and 12. I offer
help with finding meaning in poetry, stories, novels
and Shakespeare.






Available to tutor in my home near St. Anthony’s where I am a parishioner
(Marpole/one block east of Granville). Fee: $50 an hour: may be split
between two students in the same grade or two in the same family.

604-261-1584

scarroll3@shaw.ca / sheilamcarroll3@gmail.com

Open weekday evenings and Saturdays
Comfortable treatment in a modern facility
Serving Marpole for over 25 years
Dr. Gianni Pisanu, Owner & St. Anthony’s Parishioner

THE CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE
ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA PARISH

SERVING WITH FAITH AND JOY
We would like to invite the ladies of the parish to become
members of the CWL. Meetings are normally held the 1st Saturday of the month at
10:00A.M. For more information, please email
Ai-Lin aleng@shaw.ca

K N I G HT S
OF COLUMBUS
St. Anthony of Padua Council 14925

We are men of faith
and men of action.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE EMAIL

Hadi Susanto, Grand Knight
cjsanto8i@yahoo.com

