Saint Anthony of Padua Parish
With the Eucharist at the centre, we are a community desiring to be saints,
sent out to love like Jesus and proclaim Him in every circumstance.
TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

OCTOBER 21, 2018

Suffering defines us and increases our love
The question today is: What is God’s will regarding
suffering? What does He hope for? What’s supposed to come
out of suffering? The first reading from the prophet Isaiah,
written in the 6th century B.C., starts with this shocking
sentence, “It was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain” (Is
53:10). There are three things we can say about this:
1) Whom is Isaiah speaking about here? Jesus. So, “it
was the will of the Lord to crush [Jesus] with pain.” Now we
need to remember that Jesus is God, so it was His own will to
crush Himself with pain.
2) In theology, we distinguish between two wills of
God: His indicative (or perceptive) will and his permissive will.
His indicative will is what He wants; His permissive will is what
He allows. He indicates, for example, that He wants us to love
Him; but He permits us to sin and allows things like starvation.
Moral evil comes from misused freedom. If we’re truly free,
then there has to be the possibility to not choose love. God
didn’t want and didn’t cause the crucifixion—it was the result of
human freedom—but He allowed it. So, when the reading says
“it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain,” it means
that God allowed it, and then used it for a greater good. […]
3) The reading is actually focused on this greater good;
it indicates what will come out of Jesus’ suffering: “When you
make his life an offering for sin, (1) he shall see his offspring,
and (2) shall prolong his days; through him (3) the will of the
Lord shall prosper. Out of his anguish (4) he shall see light; (5)
he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. The righteous
one, my servant, (6) shall make many righteous, and (7) he shall
bear their iniquities” (Is 53:10-11). So, this reading actually
focuses on seven blessings that come from the suffering of the
servant of God.
This is the answer to our question: What is God’s will
regarding suffering? He wants to bring about a great good.
Now, whenever we see someone suffering, whether it’s with a
headache or something more serious, you don’t start with, “Did
you know that God’s permissive will allows this for a greater
good?” No. We start with, “Can I do anything for you?” We
suffer with them. But, after that, if they’re ready to hear it, we
can offer them a different way of looking at suffering.
Remember, there are three conditions to understanding
suffering:
1) Do we believe there are different levels of happiness?
Because 70% of us, according to Fr. Spitzer, live at either level
one or level two, which are immediate gratification and ego
satisfaction. Our focus is on having fun, working for the
weekend, getting not what we need, but what we want; we love
buying stuff and achieving—there’s nothing wrong with that in
and of itself, but, if we live at these levels, we become selfish,

entitled and narcissistic; and we will neglect God, family and
friends.
2) God, like any good father, when He sees His children
becoming less than saints, will lead them to higher levels of
happiness by teaching them; but if that doesn’t work, He’ll take
away levels one and two happiness and that will cause suffering.
This is the second condition: Do we believe God always loves us,
and therefore allows suffering for our good?
3) The third condition is eternal life. Suffering makes no
sense if this is our only life, because if this is our only life and
most of it is spent in pain and not achieving a happy life, then it’s
a waste. But, if our life on earth is just a tiny fraction of our
whole existence and we’re preparing ourselves for heaven, then it
makes sense that suffering can prepare us for the next.
And this leads us to two things that God hopes for from
suffering. First, what Fr. Spitzer calls self-definition. Suffering
allows us to define who we are. Remember the example of
Viktor Frankl in the concentration camps? He was a Jewish
psychologist, and wrote that some men acted like men, just trying
to survive. Yet, others acted like beasts, selling out their own
people and cooperating with the Nazis in order to save
themselves. But some rose above their suffering and acted like
angels: They gave, for instance, their last piece of bread to
someone else. […]
Now some people object: If God were a good father, He
wouldn’t allow His children to suffer. Not so. There’s a famous
TED talk on vulnerability, where psychologist Brené Brown says
“children are hard wired for struggle when they get here.” But we
want them to have a perfect life in the world rather than help
them grow in love.
...continued on inside page
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Weekday Masses & Intentions
Day

Feast or Memorial

Missal
Page

Intention

Monday,
October 22

Ferial

1207

Felicidad Co †

Tuesday,
October 23

Ferial

1209

Judy Christo †

Wednesday,
October 24

Ferial

1211

Evelyn Lim †

Thursday,
October 25

Ferial

1213

Laureana Lara

Friday,
October 26

Ferial

1215

All Souls

Saturday,
October 27

Ferial

1217

Ramos & Urrutia
Family

Prayers for the Sick At Holy Mass we remember the sick including:
Nita Carvajal, Nung Chum, Isobel Clancy, Nick De Vos, Elaine dos
Remedios, Teresa Gaio, Feli Hempl, Cecile Hernandez, Yvonne
Kharoubeh, Molly Loui-Ying, Huguette Piché, Barney Rousseau, Therese
Rozario, Christina Sayo, Filomena Sison, Liliana Taylor, Fernando Tiago,
Theresa Yoshioka.

Upcoming Homily Themes

Eucharistic Adoration at 1365 West 73rd Avenue
Tuesday to Friday:
9:00 am to 10:00 pm in the chapel
First Friday of each month: 8:45 am to 10:00 am in the
church followed by Benediction.
First Saturday of each month: 9:30 am to 9:30 pm in the
church during all-day confessions.
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA)
Please call the parish office for more information on RCIA
classes and other Sacraments.
St. Anthony of Padua School
Kindergarten to Grade 7
1370 West 73rd Avenue,
Vancouver, BC V6P 3E9
Principal: Michael Perry
Telephone: 604.261.4043
Website: stanthonyofpaduaschool.ca
School Email: office@stanthonyofpaduaschool.ca

October 27 & 28

Helping Those in Need
November 3 & 4

What a Priest Does All Day
November 17 & 18

The Mass is a Sacrifice
November 24 & 25

Relating to God through
Goodness, Truth, and Beauty

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Consecration to Mary, the Mother of God
Our parish’s day of Consecration to Mary is
December 8th following 33 days of preparation
which begins on November 5th.
There are 2 ways to prepare:
1. 33 days to Morning Glory by Father Michael
Gaitley focussing on the works of 4 prominent
saints who were devoted to Mary.
2. Total Consecration Through the Mysteries of
the Rosary by Father Ed Broom.
The 33 Days to Morning Glory is only available to
individuals who want to complete it privately.
Individual support is available if required. Total Consecration
through the Mysteries of the Rosary is still accepting registration.
For more information, please contact Tilly Bara at 604-321-4954 or
mb391906@gmail.com as soon as possible.
Silent Auction Items Needed!
Our annual Dinner & Dance fundraising event is fast approaching
on Saturday, November 17th at the Continental Restaurant in
Richmond. Tickets will be on sale after all the Masses and we
sincerely hope everyone will come and help us make this a
successful event. Last year you were extremely generous in
providing gifts for the Silent Auction and we would ask if you could
please support us again this year. Items such as gift baskets, sports
and entertainment tickets, electronics, would be very much
appreciated! All proceeds will go towards the Parish Centre Fund.
Talk on Crisis in the Church
Mark your calendar! Prof. Roberto de Mattei is one of the most
sought after speakers on the current gravest and unprecedented
crisis in the Church. He will be the guest speaker in the AGM of
Una Voce Canada (Vancouver Traditional Mass Society) which will
be held on Saturday, November 10, following the 9:00 a.m. Holy
Mass at Holy Family Church, 4851 Beatrice Street, Vancouver, BC.
The meeting will take place in the parish hall. All are invited! For
more information, visit https://unavocecanada.org/.

...continued from the cover
I did a funeral here once. And the woman who died—
you know what she said to her sister before she died? Her
children were all selfish. She came from another country and
had to work hard to build a better life, but her children got
everything easily and they never visited her. Children should
grow to have a better character than their parents. Are we better
than our parents? That’s the greatest compliment we could give
them. Are our children becoming more faithful, religious, polite,
sacrificial? Let’s aim for this! […] There are so many ways we
can increase love in the world: Whenever we suffer, what will be
our response? We get to choose. And, since we’re nearing the
end of the year and our fundraising campaign, would you think
about making a donation to the parish centre that is truly
sacrificial? This is our opportunity to want it as much as God
does.
The second thing God wants from suffering is an
increase of love in the world. […] You see, whenever there’s a
natural disaster, God allows it because He hopes that there will
be an increase of courage in the world. When one of us gets
cancer, He hopes there will be an increase of human solidarity:

more love, care, and compassion.
St. John Paul II’s older sister died before he was born,
his mother died when he was eight, his older brother died when
he was twelve, and his father died when he was 21. Friends of
his were arrested and executed by the Nazis; he couldn’t go to
the seminary in public; his culture and country were decimated.
His life was brutal. But, in 1995, while speaking at the UN, he
described himself as a “witness to hope,” and what a witness he
was!
When Jesus died on the cross, He took on all the evil in
the world, all that there ever has been, and all that there ever will
be, so there was the greatest concentration of evil on one
person. And as the evil upon Him increased, He kept on giving
more love, and perfect love was given, and perfect love was
shown. This is why the Mass is the centre of our parish, because
it’s a renewal of Jesus’ self-offering and love on the cross.
God doesn’t want suffering, but allows it for our good:
We get to define ourselves and we can increase love in the
world.
- excerpt from Fr. Justin’s homily, October 21, 2018

Please support these advertisers; they support us.
GRANVILLE DENTAL
WELLNESS GROUP
604-261-8164
8357 Granville Street, Vancouver, BC
SUPPORT THE ST. ANTHONY’S
BUILDING FUND
Family Dentistry - Cosmetic Dentistry - Implant
Dentistry - Children’s Dentistry - Orthodontics Wisdom Teeth - Dentures St. Anthony’s Parishioner Promotions

SHEILA CARROLL, BGS, MA
ENGLISH TEACHER

HAVE A NEW PATIENT EXAMINATION AND
HYGIENE APPOINTMENT DONE AND HAVE $50
DONATED TO ST. ANTHONY’S PARISH CENTRE
FUND IN YOUR NAME!!

25+ years experience in complete
elementary and high school English
curriculum: essays, reports, poetry, novels, Shakespeare, projects.






Available to tutor in my home near
St. Anthony’s where I am a parishioner
(Marpole/one block east of Granville)

604-261-1584 scarroll3@shaw.ca

Open weekday evenings and Saturdays
Comfortable treatment in a modern facility
Serving Marpole for over 25 years
Dr. Gianni Pisanu, Owner and St. Anthony’s Parishioner

THE CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE
ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA PARISH

SERVING WITH FAITH AND JOY
We would like to invite the ladies of the parish
to become members of the CWL. Meetings are
normally held the 1st Saturday of the month at
10:00A.M. For more information, please email
Ai-Lin aleng@shaw.ca
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Please contact the parish office for details.
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We are men of faith
and men of action.

Please contact the parish office for details.
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Hadi Susanto, Grand Knight
cjsanto8i@yahoo.com
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