Saint Anthony of Padua Parish
With the Eucharist at the centre, we are a community desiring to be saints,
sent out to love like Jesus and proclaim Him in every circumstance.
SEPTEMBER 9, 2018

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Can we love like Jesus?
I’ll never forget a story about a Dominican priest who went
to Calcutta to give a retreat for the Missionaries of Charity. We’re
going to break the story down into three parts.
Here’s Part I: One day, after finishing the retreat, the priest
went back to his room, sat on his bed, and, all of a sudden, a
horrendous stench came in through the window. He walked over,
looked outside the window, and below saw a man lying on the
ground with a large abscess in his side, with maggots crawling around
it, and he was moaning incessantly. When the priest saw the man, he
was immediately disgusted and shut the window for the simple
reason that he didn’t want his habit (religious clothing) to catch the
man’s smell. He went over to his bed and sat down, and started
feeling badly about what he had done: He was a priest who fed the
poor and was a servant of Jesus, but wouldn’t love a dying man
because he smelled.
Are we also guilty of not loving certain people? As we
continue focusing on hospitality in these months, we have to ask
ourselves, “Why don’t we greet certain people at Mass? Why do we
minimize our interactions with them?” Are we shy, too busy or too
tired? Is it not that important to us? Are these people not
interesting enough for us to bother?
St. James, in the Second Reading, is writing to a first
century Christian community that has the same problems as we do
(Fr. Raymond E. Brown, An Introduction to the New Testament): When
they’re at Mass, they treat certain people better than others. He
starts off by challenging them: “My brothers and sisters, do you, with
your acts of favoritism, really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus
Christ?” (Jas 2:1). He’s saying: If we really believe in Jesus, why
aren’t we following His commands? If we play favourites, without a
legitimate reason, then St. James is saying there’s something wrong
with our faith.
If Jesus, God Himself, were to walk into our church,
wouldn’t we want to have a conversation with Him? Then why don’t
we do the same with other people? Jesus says, “I was a stranger and
you welcomed me” (Mt 25:35). It’s actually a sin to not welcome a
stranger when we can. That’s because Jesus says, “I was a stranger
and you did not welcome me… Truly, I say to you, as you did it not
to one of the least of these, you did it not to me. And they will go
away into eternal punishment” (Mt 25:43,45-46).
If we really believe in Jesus, we should imitate Him. He loved the
stranger, “for the Son of man came to seek and save the lost” (Lk
19:10).
If Jesus were running a church and 99 practicing Catholics
and only one non-practicing Catholic came in, whom would He go
to first? The answer is based on Luke, Chapter 15, where Jesus tells
us that He always goes after the lost one rather than the 99 others,
not because He doesn’t love the 99—He died for all people!—but
because the 99, that is, us, are already with Him! So, we’re supposed
to do what He does: Love those who don’t yet belong.

St. James then says: “If a man… in fine clothes comes into
your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in,
and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say,
‘Have a seat here, please,’ while to the one who is poor you say,
‘Stand there’… have you not made distinctions… and become judges
with evil thoughts?” (Jas 2:2-4). When we treat people differently in
terms of our hospitality, we become “judges with evil thoughts.”
In our church, I don’t think we make a distinction based on being
rich and poor. I do think, however, that we may favour the rich in
personality, the rich in making us comfortable, the rich in
friendliness; we favour our friends. Many people, for example, are
friendly to priests but not to other Catholics. St. James is telling us
to welcome everyone as if they’re close to us, to welcome strangers
as if they’re friends! That’s how Jesus loved! And we’re here to
love like Jesus.
Here’s Part II of the story: While that Dominican priest was
sitting on his bed feeling badly about how he had acted, he heard two
voices outside the window, one of a younger woman and one of an
older woman. The older said, “I must, I must,” while the younger
said, “No. I will do it for you. You go inside and tend to other
things. I will take care of this man.” But the older insisted, “No, I
must do this. This is something I must do.”
So the priest went to the window and what he saw changed
his life. He saw St. Mother Teresa, down on her knees, picking up
the man and rolling him into her chest while saying, “My Jesus, my
Jesus, welcome to my home.” When the priest saw that, he broke
down. He went and knelt by his bed, started to cry, and prayed,
“God, what is wrong with me? Help me. I want to be like that. I
want to be able to love like that.”
Like that priest, we might ask ourselves, “What’s wrong
with me? I want to be able to love like Jesus.” Mother Teresa was
so united to Jesus, so aware of how He loved her, so aware of His
presence in other people that she said, “I must, I must.” And Jesus
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Sunday Masses
Saturday
Sunday
Weekday Masses
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday-Friday
Saturday
Confession
Weekday
Saturday
1st Saturday each month

5:00 pm
8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 pm

8:15 am
7:30 pm
8:15 am
9:00 am

8:00 to 8:10 am except Tuesday
9:45 am & 3:45 pm to 4:45 pm
9:45 am to 1:00 pm;
1:30 pm to 4:30 pm;
7:00 pm to 9:45 pm

Eucharistic Adoration at 1365 West 73rd Avenue
Tuesday to Friday:
9:00 am to 10:00 pm in the chapel
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Weekday Masses & Intentions
Day

Feast or Memorial

Missal
Page

Intention

Monday,
September 10

Ferial

1137

Hyacinth Wettasinghe

Tuesday,
September 11

Ferial

1139

Stanley & Yu Yen Tup
Chong †

Wednesday,
September 12

Ferial

1141

Kong Han Yap †

Thursday,
September 13

Memorial
St. John Chrysostem

1143

Farrah-Marie Chan †

1689

Gillian Miller

1692

Alice Edge

Friday,
September 14
Saturday,
September 15

Feast
Exaltation of the
Cross
Memorial
Our Lady of
Sorrows

Prayers for the Sick At Holy Mass we remember the sick including:
Nita Carvajal, Nung Chum, Isobel Clancy, Nick De Vos, Elaine dos
Remedios, Teresa Gaio, Feli Hempl, Cecile Hernandez, Yvonne
Kharoubeh, Molly Loui-Ying, Huguette Piché, Barney Rousseau, Therese
Rozario, Christina Sayo, Filomena Sison, Liliana Taylor, Fernando Tiago,
Theresa Yoshioka.

Upcoming Homily Themes
September 15 & 16

Where Are We on Our Spiritual
Journey?
September 29 & 30

First Friday of each month: 8:45 am to 10:00 am in the
church followed by Benediction.
First Saturday of each month: 9:30 am to 9:30 pm in the
church during all-day confessions.

Holiness & Hospitality is
Everyone’s Responsibility

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA)
Please call the parish office for more information on RCIA
classes and other Sacraments.

Welcoming Those Who
are Divorce and Remarried

St. Anthony of Padua School

Disordered Attachments to
Possessions

Kindergarten to Grade 7
1370 West 73rd Avenue,
Vancouver, BC V6P 3E9
Principal: Michael Perry
Telephone: 604.261.4043
Website: stanthonyofpaduaschool.ca
School Email: office@stanthonyofpaduaschool.ca

October 6 & 7

October 13 &14

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FAITH STUDIES start October 2nd !

School Announcements
Back to School Barbecue on Name Tag Weekend
 Sunday, September 23 after 10:00 AM & 12:00
PM Masses.
 Meet our new principal and our new and
returning teachers! Re-connect with school
families after the summer break
 After the 5:00 PM & 8:00 AM Masses, the
Name Tag Committee will be serving Jello
dessert treats.
First Parent Enrichment Event:
The Art of Effective Communication

Tools & Techniques for Today’s Parents

 Wednesday, September 19, 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm,
in the Church Hall downstairs
 Presenter is Dolores Madaisky, MA (Psychology)
 Parishioners are welcome to attend!

Baptism this weekend!
Please join us in welcoming the newest members of
our parish family. The Kan Family: Simon, Janis
and their son Lucas will be baptized on Saturday,
September 8 at the 5:00 pm Mass.

Note: Registration deadline is Sunday,
September 23 The 13th round of Faith Studies

will start up again, Tuesday nights from October
2nd to November 6th . All five levels of studies
will be offered: Discovery, Source, Growth, Obedience and
Commission. Anyone can join, as the studies are designed to meet
you where you are in your faith. For more information, or to
register, call Angel José at the Parish Office, 604.266.6131 ext. 204
or email: stanthonyfaithstudies@gmail.com.
Save the date! St. Anthony of Padua’s Annual Dinner &
Dance will be held on Saturday, November 17 at the Continental
Seafood Restaurant in Richmond. Tickets go on sale after all
weekend Masses.

Reminder: PREP Classes for the
2018 –2019 school year, commences on
Tuesday, September 11 at 6:15 pm, at
St. Anthony of Padua Elementary School.

Sunday, September 23 at 2:00 pm in the Church Hall.
Please drop by or contact Choir Director, Megan Delfin, at
delfinmegan@gmail.com for more information.

...continued from the cover
is planting the same seed in our hearts today: “I must, I must.”
Today we have a huge celebration, when Simon, Janis, and Lucas
Kan, will be fully welcomed into our Christian family through
Baptism, Confirmation, and the Eucharist. In March, we briefly
heard about them. “At the beginning of 2017, they decided that
they wanted to start going to church! And they just happened to
find St. Anthony’s. When they got here, they met Barb at the
Welcome Booth, and Barb was kind enough to sit down with them
and explain where to find the readings. Then, for the next few
Masses, Barb would always sit with them.” For those first few
weeks, Barb acted like Jesus for Simon and Janis. And now, 21
months later, we see the amazing fruit of welcoming a stranger like
a friend!
Today is a challenge to our faith because Jesus is asking us
to act more like Him. But it’s also a celebration of what He’s
already doing. After the baptism, Simon, Janis and Lucas will put
on a white alb, symbolic of their new spiritual birth in Christ. […]
Here’s Part III of the story: While the priest was crying and praying
at his bedside, someone knocked on the door. He opened it and
there was St. Mother Teresa holding the dying man. She said,
“Father, he is going to die. Would you bless him?” He said, “Yes.”
He took the man into his arms, close to his chest, and began to
pray. And the man died shortly after that. The priest later said,
“My life changed that day, as I saw one lady who didn’t show any
partiality, who saw every person she met as Jesus Christ. She spoke
to and loved everyone as if it were Jesus” (Jeff Cavins, James: Pearls

for Wise Living). Jesus is asking us, “Will we bless the strangers in
our midst?” Here’s how:
1) Be confident and smile at people.
2) Learn one person’s name every time you go to Mass. You say,
“Hi, my name is ______. What’s yours?” As your pastor, I want to
empower you to do this. Please look for new faces. If there’s
someone you’ve never seen before, you should feel you have the
permission to go up to them and introduce yourself.
3) Let’s not reserve our seat at Mass. If someone takes ‘our’ seat,
there’s no reason to be mad.
4) This one may seem small, but it’s logical: When we take a seat
before Mass starts, let’s not take the end of the pew, because that
forces people to jump over us to get a seat (unless, of course, we
have a legitimate reason). A more hospitable thing to do is to take a
middle part of the pew and let people join us.
5) Join the Hospitality Team or the Name Tag Weekend Team.
We’re looking for people who love Jesus, are reliable, have the gift
of hospitality, are willing to be trained, and love meeting people!
It’s our goal that we all steadily grow in this virtue, and
that, by Christmas, we can all invite someone, and they can receive
what Simon, Janis and Lucas have received. Wouldn’t that be
amazing? I would love for some people I know to come here and
receive God’s blessings! Let’s cooperate with Jesus in making this
happen, and let’s celebrate what He’s done so far. He welcomes
strangers like friends.
-excerpt from Fr. Justin’s homily, September 9, 2018

Please support these advertisers; they support us.
GRANVILLE DENTAL
WELLNESS GROUP
604-261-8164
8357 Granville Street, Vancouver, BC
SUPPORT THE ST. ANTHONY’S
BUILDING FUND
Family Dentistry - Cosmetic Dentistry - Implant
Dentistry - Children’s Dentistry - Orthodontics Wisdom Teeth - Dentures St. Anthony’s Parishioner Promotions

SHEILA CARROLL, BGS, MA
ENGLISH TEACHER

HAVE A NEW PATIENT EXAMINATION AND
HYGIENE APPOINTMENT DONE AND HAVE $50
DONATED TO ST. ANTHONY’S PARISH CENTRE
FUND IN YOUR NAME!!

25+ years experience in complete
elementary and high school English
curriculum: essays, reports, poetry, novels, Shakespeare, projects.






Available to tutor in my home near
St. Anthony’s where I am a parishioner
(Marpole/one block east of Granville)

604-261-1584 scarroll3@shaw.ca

Open weekday evenings and Saturdays
Comfortable treatment in a modern facility
Serving Marpole for over 25 years
Dr. Gianni Pisanu, Owner and St. Anthony’s Parishioner

THE CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE
ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA PARISH

SERVING WITH FAITH AND JOY
We would like to invite the ladies of the parish
to become members of the CWL. Meetings are
normally held the 1st Saturday of the month at
10:00A.M. For more information, please email
Ai-Lin aleng@shaw.ca

Kids Soccer School:
Mahingkeung
Ages: 6 to 16, Co-ed, (conducted
in English & Chinese), April 1 to
Sept 30, Sundays, 9:00 am 10:30 am at Prince of Wales
Secondary, 2250 Eddington Drive, Van.
Fee: $30 per month Uniform: $30 (student
keeps) For more information, contact assistant
coach Anthony Lo, anthonylo@telus.net
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We are men of faith
and men of action.

Please contact the parish office for details.
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Hadi Susanto, Grand Knight
cjsanto8i@yahoo.com

Advertising space available!
$25/month or $250/year
Please contact the parish office for details.
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Cedargreen Painting






Residential/ Commercial
Interior/ Exterior
Condo/ Townhouse Specials
Free Estimates
Clean Professional Service

Call Joseph at 604.263.7502

